
 
 

September - October 2017 

Hello Elk Grove! 

Is everyone else ready for the end of the 100 degree weather?  Summer is 

(hopefully) coming to an end, and the kids are back in school.  In this issue 

of the Crime Prevention Newsletter, we’ll discuss some tips for getting the 

kids to and from school safely, Halloween tips (yes, as the displays in the 

stores have indicated, it is almost that time), a reminder to check your 

smoke alarms, upcoming Cookie with a Cop and Coffee with a Cop, a cool 

app to help keep your children safe, and we’ll answer some common 

questions about drones.  But first, the changing of the guard at the Crime 

Prevention Unit…. 

 

Your Crime Prevention Team 

It’s been an exciting couple of years for Andrew and Kris, the Crime 

Prevention Team.  We have started this newsletter, implemented Paws on 

Patrol, cohosted the Annual Regional Safety Day with the CSD (see you on 

June 09, 2018), organized national Night Out, run Safety Town, been to 

numerous neighborhood watch meetings, school events, and bike rodeos, 

been on TV a few times, coordinated the toy drive, and too many other 

things to count.  And by far the best part has been getting to know so 

many of the fine citizens of Elk Grove.  But just as summer changes to fall, 

we are changing here too.  Andrew is moving over to detectives, and 

Kristina Ramirez will be joining Kris in Crime Prevention.  Kristina brings a 

wealth of knowledge from years working in records and as a community 

service officer.  She also brings new ideas and a new energy to the team, 

so we expect even bigger and better things, and of course, the chance to 

meet even more of you.  You can contact Kris or Kristina at 916-478-8122 

or crimeprevention@elkgrovepd.org.  

  



 

 

Cookies and Coffee with a Cop (Mark Your Calendars!) 

Have you ever wanted to ask a police officer a question, but didn’t know how to go about doing it?  Or just 

want to meet your local officer?  Officers from the Elk Grove Police Department will be available to chat or 

answer questions from members of the community at two upcoming events.  These are both no speeches, no 

agenda days, just stop by and talk about anything you like.  Suggested topics include the weather, your kids, 

sports, crime rates, favorite recipes, the Game of Thrones finale, or anything else you like.  Come on out and 

enjoy some sweets and a cup of joe with the Elk Grove Police Department.  See you there! 

Cookie with a Cop, Wednesday, September 20, from 1:00 to 4:00 PM, at Mrs. Kay’s Sweet Treats, 9671 East 

Stockton Boulevard.  Who doesn’t love cookies? 

Coffee with a Cop, Wednesday, October 04, from 8:00 to 11:00 AM, at Rescate Coffee, 2475 Elk Grove 

Boulevard #160.  This is National Coffee with a Cop Day! 

 

 

FBI CHILD ID APP 

Here’s an app we’re happy to talk about – the FBI Child ID app.  This app provides a 

convenient place to electronically store photos and vital information about your 

children so that it’s literally right at hand if you need it. You can show the pictures and 

provide physical identifiers such as height and weight to police officers on the spot. 

Using a special tab on the app, you can also quickly and easily e-mail the information to 

authorities with a few clicks.  

The app also includes tips on keeping children safe as well as specific guidance on what 

to do in those first few crucial hours after a child goes missing.  The app is completely 

free, and compatible on both iPhone and Android.  It is password protected.  Note that 

the FBI does not collect or store any information from this app.   

We certainly hope you never need it, but it is better to be prepared in case you do. 

 

  



 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL SAFETY TIPS 

The Elk Grove Police Department would like to remind drivers and pedestrians to be extra careful as the school year 

starts.  Our goal is to make sure your young scholars get to and from school safely, so here are some things to discuss 

with your children: 

• All school children should know their address and phone number.   

• Talk to them about stranger danger.   

• Make them put away the cell phone and be aware of their surroundings. 

If your child walks to school…. 

• Be sure to walk the route with them beforehand, or for the first few days.  Know what route they will take, and 

how long it should take them. 

• Make sure they only cross the street at crosswalks or at corners, preferably with crossing guards.  Never cross 

between parked cars. 

• When possible, children should walk with friends or in groups, not alone.   

If your child rides a bike to school… 

• Make sure they wear a helmet that fits and does not have any cracks or other.   

• They should ride with traffic, and in a bike lane if there is one. 

• Obey traffic laws, including stop signs and yielding to pedestrians. 

If your child rides the bus… 

• They need to listen to and obey the driver.   

• Wait to board the bus until it has come to a complete stop and the driver has signaled to get on.   

• Always stay in clear view of the bus driver and never walk behind the bus.   

• Don’t stand up or horseplay on the bus.   

• Only ride your own bus, never an alternate one. 

If you drop off or pick up your child… 

• If a bus has the flashing red lights on and the stop sign out, that means traffic in both directions stops.  Don’t 

pass the bus if the lights are flashing or the stop sign is out.   

• Obey crosswalks and crossing guards.  Watch for excitable children who may run into the street. 

• Schools often have very specific drop-off procedures, so be sure to check at your child’s school for these.  Be 

mindful of others.  Schools become especially congested at drop off and pick up times.  Arrive a little early and 

be patient. 

• Don’t double park.  It blocks 

visibility for children and other 

vehicles. 

• Leave at least a three foot cushion 

around bicyclists. 

• Use caution around young 

pedestrians, no matter who has 

right of way. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Halloween is a time of fun frights, but there is also a risk of a real fright when it comes to the safety of your 

children.  Take some time to follow some simple safety tips to ensure your family’s Halloween is a safe and 

spooktacular time! 

1. Is your child’s costume safe?   

a. Make sure they can see easily and clearly.  Consider applying non-toxic make up, instead of a mask 

which may hinder sight. 

b. Their costume should fit well, and not have loose or hanging pieces which could cause them to trip. 

c. Costumes should be made of fire retardant material. 

d. Costumes should have reflective or glow in the dark areas.   

e. Make sure your child has a flashlight with them. 

2. Watch out for traffic.  Children are more likely to be hit by a car on Halloween than any other day. 

3. Use the buddy system to avoid being left behind or mixed into other groups.  Exchange phone numbers 

with the parents of other children in your group. 

4. Trick or treat at well-lit neighborhoods and at homes you know, such as neighbors and relatives.   

5. Take a picture of your child before they head out the door.  It will be a priceless keepsake, and it can 

help the police if you child gets lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Fire Prevention Week 

Our friends at the Cosumnes Fire Department remind us that besides Halloween, it’s also Fire Prevention 

Week.  They gave us this reminder: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Drone Regulations:  a Brief Overview 

So, you have a drone and you are anxious to go fly it.  We don’t blame you, they look like a lot of fun.  Here some 

important things to know about flying the drone legally and peacefully: 

As long as you are flying the drone for a hobby and it weighs less than 55 pounds, you no longer need to register it with 

the FAA.  This is a recent court decision.  If you plan on flying it for a business, you do need to register it still.  This 

includes using the drone to photograph stock imagery, work on film productions, grab aerial imagery at weddings or for 

real estate, or anything else. 

Even though you may not need to register, there are still several guidelines that apply to all drone pilots.  Here are some 

of the key points: 

• No flying within 5 miles of an airport. 

• No flying over 400 feet high. 

• No flying at over 100 mph.  Honestly, we’re pretty 

impressed if your drone can go that fast, but you’ll lose 

sight of it right away anyways. 

• There are restricted airspaces in which you are 

prohibited from flying.  These include over freeways, 

the capitol building, stadiums and arenas, National 

Parks, or emergency response areas.  There are other 

No-Drone Zones, so be sure to check for these.  There 

are a number of websites and apps which detail 

prohibited areas in the city and throughout the country. 

• If you are flying in a public area, it is the same 

considerations as a camera.  Not everyone likes being 

filmed, so avoid flying near people.   

• The pilot needs to be at least 16 years old (really), and 

not under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

 

The airspace in Elk Grove (and the rest of the country) is under the jurisdiction of the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA), no matter how high off the ground you are.  What this means is that as soon as your drone becomes airborne, 

even if it is only a few inches up, it is in the FAA’s jurisdiction.  Thus, the Elk Grove PD probably won’t be responding to 

calls about a drone. 

As with so many things, a little courtesy goes a long way with drones.  Ask permission around crowds and buildings.  

Don’t be disrespectful.  Don’t bother others, and they likely won’t bother you.  You are now clear for take off, have a 

safe flight. 
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